A VINEYARD blooming with wild flowers of the

Galilee. (Galil Mountain Winery)

A SWEET YEAR
FOR WINE

« ADAM MONTEFIORE

he wine used for Kiddush

every Friday night is very per-

sonal and dictated by family

tradition. Over the years,

many have reverted to using
dry wines. Sweet Kiddush wines are in
decline, though the use of grape juice re-
mains popular. However, due to family
tradition, many still insist on a sweet
red sacramental wine. I usually use the
dry wine we are going to drink with the
meal for Kiddush. Rosh Hashanah is the
only time when I actually recommend a
sweet wine for the blessing.

If during the New Year meal we are
encouraged to eat sweet foods cumulat-
ing in the apple and honey, I believe we
should insist on a sweet wine in honor
of the wish for a sweet year. As it is the
Jewish New Year, it should be a good
one. Probably Yarden Heights Wine
is one of the best, but there is a great
variety of dessert wines. Failing that,
you can always fall back on Moscatos,
like the good value entry level Buzz or
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higher quality and more authentic Bar-
tenura from Italy.

Wines come at all price points. Here
are a few recommendations.

WINE DRINKERS: Up to NIS 50
Golan Heights, Hermon, Mount
Hermon White 2022

This is always a best buy. It is so fruity,
crisp, and refreshing, with aromas of
citrus, green apple, and floral notes.
The Golan Heights Winery is very
consistent and has been since its found-
ing, 40 years ago. This is one of the best
value whites under NIS 50.

Recanati Yonatan White 2022

A fresh, fragrant white wine blend
made from Colombard and Sauvignon
Blanc. The Yonatan label is one of the
winery’s entry-level wines. Recanati
Winery is now the largest winery in the
Upper Galilee, and it has just opened its
new visitors’ center.

Barkan Gold Merlot 2021
A new cleaned-up label for the Gold
wines is most welcome, as the new

version carries more credibility. The wine
ismedium-bodied, fruity, easy-drinking,
with pleasant fruit aromas and a flavor-
ful finish. Good value. Barkan, founded
in 1990, is Israel’s second-largest winery
based at Hulda. It is situated alongside
Israel’s largest vineyard.

WINE LOVERS: NIS 51-NIS 99
Teperberg Impression Chardonnay
2022

This is well balanced with some trop-
ical notes, backed by vanilla from oak
maturation, with an underlying fresh-
ness. Teperberg is our largest family
winery. It was founded in 1870 in the Old
City of Jerusalem. Now situated at Tzora.

Psagot Sauvignon Blanc 2022

Great summer wine. Aromatic with
tropical fruit, crisp and refreshing.
This is a grape variety we make well in
Israel. Psagot is the largest winery in the
Central Mountains and one of the most
beautiful wineries in Israel.

Dalton Alma White 2021
This is my choice of a Mediterranean

white wine blend. It is made from Rous-
sanne and Viognier, balanced with a
little Colombard and Grenache Blanc. It
is nicely restrained on the nose without
the mass of tropical fruit that bedev-
ils many Israeli whites. It has a great
mouth feel, full flavored without being
too big, and has a long, fresh finish.
Dalton Winery will soon reach its 30th
anniversary. It is making wines with a
lot of verve and innovation.

Binyamina Reserve Viognier 2022
This viognier shows a fatness and
body, with the classic delicate aroma of
apricots and peaches. It also has good
acidity, providing a refreshing finish.
Nice wine. Binyamina Winery is in its
71st year, having been founded in 1952.
The winery was then known as Eliaz.

Amphorae Med Grenache Blanc 2022

It is a pleasure sometimes to taste
something different from Chardonnay
and Sauvignon Blanc. We are mainly fa-
miliar with the Grenache Noir, but this
is the white varietal. It makes an under-
stated, not blowsy white wine with good



