(Ido Lewinsohn)

HAIL TO OUR NEW
_MASTER OF WINE

* ADAM MONTEFIORE

he Institute of Masters of Wine is an

exclusive, elitist club. There are only 409

Masters of Wine in the whole wide world.

This is the creme de la créme or the Parthe-

non of wine. Think of all the winemakers,

all the wine critics, and of all those in the wine trade.

A few of them understand wine, right? Yet out of all

these wine wannabes, only 409 have passed the rigor-

ous tests taken over a number of years that give them

the right to put the letters MW after their name. These

giants of wine come from 30 different countries, and
Israel is one of them!

Imagine my pride and delight, echoed all over the
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wine houses of Israel, to hear that we have a new
Master of Wine. The applause goes to Ido Lewinsohn,
winemaker and father of two, who should be referred
to from now on as Ido Lewinsohn MW.

The first Israeli MW, then a cause for great
celebration, was Eran Pick, winemaker and CEO
of Tzora Vineyards. Now Ido Lewinsohn, head
winemaker of Barkan-Segal, the country’s largest
winery, and owner-winemaker of Lewinsohn Winery,
one of the leading boutique wineries in Israel, has
been admitted into this prestigious group.

It is not easy for a winemaker to become a Master of
Wine. Winemakers tend to be too involved with their
own wines to absorb what is going on around the world
to the extent required. Furthermore, it is extreme-
ly rare for the winemaker MW to be responsible for a

IDO LEWINSOHN, Israel’s new
Master of Wine, is a truly nice guy.

BARKAN'’S VINEYARD at Hulda, next to the winery,
is the largest vineyard in the country. (Barkan Winery)

winery producing 10 million liters a year! During his
period of study, Lewinsohn married, had two children,
became a loving and active father, joined the largest
winery in Israel and succeeded to become a Master of
Wine. Wow! This is someone who knows how to focus,
concentrate and compartmentalize.

Ido Lewinsohn is basically a nice, decent sort of guy.
He is respectful to his elders and kind to those who
look up to him. A winemaking mensch. He is tall, slim
with coat-hanger shoulders, a warm, friendly look and
a ready smile. However, he skillfully conceals what he
also has. That is a steel will to succeed.

I sometimes feel there are two Lewinsohns within,
fighting one another. One is impulsive, instinctive,
emotional and driven, but with an impeccable instinct
that is usually proven right. The other is more mature,






